Romeo and Juliet Print and Teach lesson plans


Romeo and Juliet by William Shakespeare
The plays if full of different examples of conflict. Some quotes have been given, your task it to find a quote for each examples of conflict.

Plot synopsis 
1. The play is set mainly in fifteenth‑century Verona, a city in northern Italy. Romeo and Juliet are the children of two important families, the Montagues and the Capulets, who are engaged in an ancient feud.  ‘From forth the fatal lions of these two foes A pair of star-crossed lovers take their life”

2. The story begins with a street brawl with drawn swords between the servants of the two feuding families, which is brought to an end by the arrival of the Prince. 

3. Prince threatens the heads of both families with death if the disturbances do not stop. 

4. Romeo dreams of his own death.  Death is constantly being predicted and five (5) people actually die.

5. Juliet's family, the Capulets, plan to marry her to Count Paris. (A conflict of interest for Juliet)

6. At a masked ball given by the Capulets, Romeo and Juliet meet and fall in love. In spite of all the hated, love survives.  “My only love, sprung from my only hate!….That I most love a loathed enemy.” (Juliet)

7. Juliet's cousin, Tybalt, recognises Romeo and has to be restrained from attacking him. 

8. Because of the enmity between their Families, the lovers persuade a friendly priest, Friar Lawrence, to marry them in secret.

9. Romeo is accosted in the street by Tybalt, who challenges him to fight. For Juliet's sake Romeo declines. 

10.  His friend Mercutio takes up the quarrel and is fatally stabbed. Realising the fate of the innocent he utters “A plague o’both your houses!’ (Mercutio is sacrified by Shakespeare to show that Romeo, despite his gentle ways is still a product of intense hatred and so must avenge his friend’s death)

11. Romeo kills Tybalt in retaliation and is banished from Verona by the Prince.

12. Juliet's parents insist that her wedding to Paris should be brought forward. When she defies them, they threaten to disown her. 

13. She goes to Friar Lawrence for help. The priest tells her of a drug, which will give her the appearance of death long enough to avoid marrying Paris. When it wears off, the Friar will take her to Romeo. 

14. Juliet takes the drug and is discovered in bed, apparently dead. She is put in the family vault.

15. Friar Lawrence tries to get word to Romeo, but his message is delayed. Romeo hears of Juliet's 'death' from another source. In despair he buys poison and returns to Verona. 

16. At Juliet's tomb he meets Paris who, taking him for a grave desecrator, tries to stop him. They fight and Paris is killed.

17. Finding Juliet and believing her to be dead, Romeo takes the poison and dies by her side. 

18. Friar Lawrence arrives as Juliet wakes up to find Romeo's body. He panics and runs away. 

19. Juliet stabs herself with Romeo's dagger.

20. The play ends with the two grieving families vowing to be reconciled.

Class Activity/Assessment Task

Scene Performance

· You are to form groups of 2, 3, 4 or 5 according to the scene you wish to perform. Make sure you choose a scene you consider important within the play Romeo and Juliet.

· You are to read through the scene and provide an outline of the action that occurs within the scene. Analyse the significance of this scene within the context of the whole play.

· Delegate each group member to a part or as a main speaker on discussing the scene summary and/or analysis.

· In performing the scene you may either:

Reproduce the scene in the tradition of Shakespeare using lines and language directly from the play.

or

You may compose a modern/contemporary version of the scene using our language and the language of teenagers today.

You will be assessed on:

· Your ability to explore ideas giving considered reasons for opinions

· Your ability to consider different interpretations of a text

· Compare the way words are used to convey meaning
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