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[image: image1.emf]Genres

Revenge Tragedy

Play

Plot

victim of the revenge -

women inferior to men

Aware of  her brothers'  

cunning Duchess too

uses deception

Characters

The Duchess

romantic

 heroine

widow

Ferdinand

Machievellian

tyrant

The Cardinal

a melancholy 

churchman

Antonio

Duchess lover

and husband

Bosola

Spy cum

Avenger

Delio

confidant to

Antonio

Julia

Cardinal's sexual

partner

Cariola

Duchess's waiting woman

and confidant

Setting Court of Italy

Amalfi

Rome

Ancona

Milan

Symbolism

Machiavelli

scheming,

cunning craft

Borgia

stealthy poisoners

stab in the back

murderers

Themes

Women

Marriage

Widowhood

Power

Corruption

revenge

women as rulers

potential violence

Language

Written in blank verse -

unrhymed lines  -

five stressed syllables

For dramatic effect

short lines were used

Rhyme use when

ceremony, climax

or end of scene

Purpose

To show revenge is

kind of 'wild justice'

the first wrong does not

justify the second wrong

Imagery

Court Life Corruption, disease and death

images of clothing

clear flowing water of French

court to stagnant waters of

Ferdinard/Cardinal's courts

Appearance and reality

Pretence

Bosola as spy pretends

to comfort the Duchess

Heat and cold

light and dark

'sweat in ice and

freeze in fire

Heat of Ferdinand

Ice of Cardinal

Prison and confinement

freedom of nature

the Duchess' will

chains of society -

trapped by social

position

Background

Based on fact -

Giovanna d'Aragona

Italy flavour of the times

sensationalism, blood

and gore

Italy ruled by Spanish

English anti-Spanish

Duchess and her brothers

member of Spanish royal

family

Author

Contemporary of

Shakespeare

former student of Law

Revenge Play

The Duchess 

of Malfi
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