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Summary

· The Vigils are a group of boys at Trinity High School that have a great amount of control over everyone at Trinity. 

· They control the teachers, the students, and the governing of the school. Archie Costello is the leader of the Vigils. 

· He is the Assigner, he decides the assignments and to whom they are to be assigned. His only enemy is the Black Box. 

· This box determines if the person assigned or the Assigner should complete the assignment. Carter is the President of the Vigils. 

· He really has little power he is there to make sure that the Assigner does not have any problems. 

· The President like Carter is usually a senior football player. Obie is the Secretary. He keeps track of all of the assignments and all of the students in the school. 

· He has better records of the students at Trinity than the office does. 

· The Vigils are a high class of guys at Trinity. 

· Because of their power they have no trouble with getting people to do what they want. 

· It is almost an honour to be chosen for an assignment. 

The Assignments and The Vigils.
Room Nineteen

Goober was assigned to unscrew all of the screws in Brother Eugene's room. It was a good assignment and it worked out after a group of masked Vigils members showed up to help Goober. The next day at school was dynamite. The whole room fell apart. Brother Eugene had a nervous breakdown because he could not handle it. 

The Chocolate Sale

Jerry is assigned to turn down the chocolates for ten days. Jerry followed his orders but on the eleventh day he still denied the chocolates. This is where the whole thing exploded. 

Environment

Archie assigned a class to get up and jump around every time Brother Jacques said the word "environment." However, Archie tipped off Brother Jacques and he used this against the students making them jump around until they were too tired to do it any more. 

The Chocolate Sale II
Because Jerry refused to sell the chocolates the sales had really dropped. Brother Leon got the Vigils back involved with the problem that they caused and they assigned Jerry the sell the chocolates but he still refused them. He was the first one to stand up to the Vigils. 

The Fight
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Archie set up a fight between Jerry and Emile. The sold tickets to the students that they wrote what punch to through and who was to throw it. And if that was the one that knocked some one out or made some one give up. They would then win a prize. This assignment was a huge failure.

CHARACTERS – The STUDENTS

Jerry Renault 

Jerry seems to be the main character of the book. The theme is based upon him refusing to sell chocolates during the annual school sale. Once the Vigils get involved, Jerry's life becomes a living hell. Jerry is like any other normal freshman, but his mother had passed away from an illness, and his father decided to move into an apartment after her death. Feelings were not the same between Jerry and his father. Due to the pain of his mothers passing on, Jerry thinks he needs to be a part of something. This scrawny scraggly of a freshman goes out for the football team, and proves to be of worthy quality, that is until his team-mates turn icy on him.

Goober

The Goob is a great guy, who becomes close friends with Jerry. He seems a quiet boy, who has great moral values. When Goober realizes how the school rallies against Jerry, he drops out of all activities in protest of their cruel ways. Though this was a silent protest, it was a protest that the Goober felt had great importance. Goober is an excellent runner, and clears his mind when he runs; it was a big decision to not go out for track in protest of the schools ways. Goober was involved in the room "19" incident, and has not felt the same since. Ever since all of the desks came tumbling in fury to the ground, Goober has had an unclear conscience (especially after Brother Eugene had a nervous break down and left Trinity forever).

Archie

Archie Costello is the assignor of the Vigils. At first his pranks are harmless, until he comes into a scheme with Brother Leon. Archie not only pledged his commitment to the chocolate sale, but the commitment of the Vigils. Archie just gets into things deeper and deeper, Leon only caring about his precious chocolates being sold. With the power of Leon behind him, Archie goes to bigger and better heights with his "assignments", eventually involving the whole school in what could have turned out to be a huge riot.
Obie

Obie is the secretary of the Vigils, who both admires and hates Archie. Obie’s goal is to get Archie in his own act with out directly being involved. Obie has the low-down on every person (males) in Trinity, and could pull up a profile with a simple flip of the notebook. Though Obie is not a character with great powers or recognition, he does become one of great importance through out the novel.

Emile

Janza is a senior longing to become one of the Vigils. Basically Janza is an over grown ape, who we know as an "Archie wannabe". Janza basically gets used by Archie through out the whole book for his bronze and not the brains.

[image: image2.jpg]



THE BROTHERS

Brian Cochran

Brian is the poor boy that Leon picks to tally the totals of the chocolate sale. Cochran is apparently a great Algebra student, yet Leon always puts his hard works and efforts down. Cochran is the boy who tipped Obie off about Leon being in trouble with school funds that he used for his own personal vendetta. Cochran seems to be the bearer of bad news through out a great portion of the book.

Brother Jacques

Jacques is a teacher who we know little about, but he knows that Leon is up to no good. Jacques tries to stop Leon abusing school funds, but is to scared to rise out of the shadows. Brother Jacques is smart he helps Archie with an assignment just so he can get at the kids. Even though he is helping the Vigils. He is one of the only respectable characters.
Brother Leon
Leon is known as the antagonist of the entire novel. His evil ways come to make the reader learn to despise him. Leon gains his power by have being one of the head masters stooges; it all pays off for Leon when the head master falls ill, and Leon replaces his position. Having the highest power in Trinity, Leon abuses his power over and over again both in the chocolate sale, and the way he handles issues with students and their grades.

Brother Eugene

Brother Eugene is a very shy man and when he is involved in a vigil assignment it drives him over the line. He is an example of The Vigils' cruelty.




Check out other links
http://www.sparknotes.com/lit/chocolatewar/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Chocolate_War
http://www.bookrags.com/The_Chocolate_War
http://www.classzone.com/novelguides/litcons/chocolat/guide.cfm

The quintessential young adult novel The Chocolate War paints a Catholic high school as a nihilistic battleground. The concept of "individual" and "society" is dramatized by having individual cruelties accepted by the herd. An idealistic young man, Renault, goes against that entire system, confronting the high school's creepy secret society and the iron-willed teachers by refusing to take part in their annual chocolate sale. This only leads to some Crucifixion symbolism and an ending as bloody as being beaten up behind the school. Keith Gordon's film adaptation is no less blunt in its visuals; handsome young men are isolated in controlled images set against bleak gray skies or monolithic blackboards.
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