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Macbeth by William Shakespeare
Complete the following activities in your books.
Due Date:  

The play’s origins
William Shakespeare created this imaginative dramatisation of Macbeth from Holinshed’s Chronicles of England, Scotland, and Ireland. He used the stories in Raphael Holinshed’s book for inspiration, and chose elements from several stories, including the story of Macbeth. 
The character of Lady Macbeth was taken from a different story found in the Chronicles, because in reality, there was no such person named Lady Macbeth. Shakespeare altered or added to the sources he used. 
He changed Duncan from an ineffectual king into a revered one. The historical Macbeth reigned in Scotland for 17 years, and his rule was mostly peaceful. There is no evidence that Macbeth dabbled in witchcraft. He was, in fact, a strong supporter of the Church.
Task 1:

1. Who was King Duncan?  When did he rule Scotland? Why was he considered an ineffectual king?

2. Who was Macbeth?  Give a brief description of his biography details.  What evidence can you find that he was a strong supporter of the Church?

3. Who do think Lady Macbeth based on?  Find the person who Shakespeare may have used for this character?

4. What was happening in Scotland and England at the time of King Duncan’s reign?

5. Who was Elizabeth 1?  Trace her lineage (her father, mother, sisters, and what happened to her sisters?)

6. How did Elizabeth become Queen of England?

7. Name some great events in her reign? (at least 3)

8. Was she a Catholic?

9. What problems did she have with the Catholic Church?  Explain in detail

10. Shakespeare’s fast-paced plot in Macbeth incorporates elements of the occult and speculative themes about the nature of good and evil.  

a. What is your understanding of the occult?  

b. Give a definition

c. Explain why Shakespeare used witchcraft in this play in terms of the speculative themes about the nature of good and evil.
References: http://library.thinkquest.org/2888/
http://www.online-literature.com/shakespeare/macbeth/
Task 2
You may need to use the internet to help you answer these questions:

Hint: check the historical context when Macbeth was written

1. Who was King/Queen when Shakespeare wrote Macbeth?

2. Why did this person also write a book about witchcraft?  What was the name of this book?

3. Why did this person establish the death penalty for satanic worship?

4. In this period throughout Europe hundreds of thousands of women were executed for witchcraft?  Find some examples of common witch hunts and were any men involved?

5. This ruling monarch was also a target for assassination.  What event in history highlights this?
6. Why did Elizabethan and Jacobean audiences revel in shocking drama? 
7. Find out some props which would have been used to add realism to the staging of the more violent plays.
8. Shakespeare's most profound psychological masterpieces have their share of sensational melodrama. Find out how Hamlet's father was poisoned  and the way King Duncan was murdered.
9. Both Hamlet and Duncan meet their ends violently -- those who feel "death's eternal cold" through murder, treason, suicide, and bloody combat.  Discuss how you would stage such murders on stage to make the audience shocked but want more?  (Clue think about the character’s actions, language, lightening etc)
10. Shakespeare made up a witch’s brew to entice Macbeth.  What would you use in your witch’s brew?  Come up with 10 ingredients.  Write out your brew in the same way you would a recipe.  (Ingredients and method)
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