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Selected Fables
Click on links to read the fable
	FABLE
	MORAL OF THE STORY

	The Ant and the Grasshopper
	.It is best to prepare for the days of necessity

	The Crow and the Pitcher
	.Necessity is the mother of invention- Little by little does the trick – When you have a problem use your head.

	The Fox and the Goat
	.Look before you leap

	The Fox and the Grapes
	.It is easy to despise what you cannot get

	The Goose With the Golden Eggs
	.Greed oft o'er reaches itself

	The Hare and the Tortoise
	.Plodding wins the race

	The Lion and the Mouse
	.Little friends may prove great friends – A kind act is always remembered

	The Monkey and the Fish
	.Those who pretend to be what they are not, sooner or later, find themselves in deep water – one lie leads to another.

	The Shepherds Boy and the Wolf
	.There is no believing a liar, even when he speaks the truth. If you tell lies, no one will believe you when you tell the truth.

	The Goose that Laid the Golden Eggs
	.When you want too much, you end up with nothing.

	The Country Mouse and the City Mouse
	.It is better to be poor and at peace than rich and afraid.


**  Suggest other morals for these fables  **
History of Fables
· THE FABLE is a common and popular mode of conveying instruction.  Each is distinguished by its own special characteristics. 
· The true Fable, if it rise to its high requirements, ever aims at one great end and purpose representation of human motive, and the improvement of human conduct, and yet it so conceals its design under the disguise of fictitious characters, by clothing with speech the animals of the field, the birds of the air, the trees of the wood, or the beasts of the forest, that the reader shall receive advice without perceiving the presence of the adviser. 
· The construction of a fable involves a minute attention to 
 
(1) the narration itself; 

(2) the deduction of the moral; and 

(3) a careful maintenance of the individual characteristics of 


    the fictitious personages introduced into it.  
· The narration should relate to one simple action, consistent with itself, and neither be over laden with a multiplicity of details, nor distracted by a variety of circumstances.  
· The moral or lesson should be so plain, and so intimately interwoven with, and so necessarily dependent on, the narration, that every reader should be compelled to give to it the same undeniable interpretation.  
· The introduction of the animals or fictitious characters should be marked with an unexceptionable care and attention to their natural attributes, and to the qualities attributed to them by universal popular consent. 

· The Fox should be always cunning, the Hare timid, the Lion bold, the Wolf cruel, the Bull strong, the Horse proud, and the Donkey patient.  
· Many of these fables are characterized by the strictest observance of these rules.  They are occupied with one short narrative, from which the moral naturally flows, and with which it is intimately associated. 
· While animals are made to depict the motives and passions of humas, they retain, in an eminent degree, their own special features of craft or counsel, of cowardice or courage, of generosity or rapacity (greed).  
· The eventual re-introduction, Fables of Aesop (and others) to general literature of Christendom, was promote the rapid restoration of learning in Italy; and with that recovery of learning the revival of an interest in the Fables.  

· They took their place beside the Holy Scriptures and the ancient classic authors, in the minds of the great students of that day.

· These fables, again, were among the books brought into an extended circulation by the agency of the printing press.  
· The knowledge of these fables rapidly spread from Italy into Germany, and their popularity was increased by the favor and sanction given to them by the great fathers of the Reformation, who frequently used them as vehicles for satire and protest. 
· Martin Luther translated twenty of these fables. 
· Thus, after an eclipse of many centuries, Fables are integral to understanding literature.  

· Though Aesop's animal fables were ostensibly about animals, they were really instructional tales about human emotions and human behavior
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