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Lessons

Introduction 

Creating Sense 

This course aims to develop guide the students into becoming more creative and critical in their communication - oral and written. 

Students learn to write mainly by reading, writing and speaking.

Writing can be a powerful means of learning in all years and in all curriculum areas.  It can concentrate thought and facilitate investigative, critical and creative thinking to stimulate imaginative responses.

Through writing, students can reflect on experience, re-order ideas to create new knowledge, and find relationships between the known and the new.
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Until students can shape their new knowledge in their own words, it is likely that what is being learnt will

remain remote.  Conversely, weaknesses

in a piece of writing often reflect a lack

of understanding of the ideas being 

written about.

Producing an effective piece

of writing can enhance a student’s

confidence, self-esteem 

and sense of achievement.

Specifically, Creating Sense intends to provide students with the opportunity to experience oral and written communication as a process which involves:

· thinking imaginatively; 

· responding emotionally;

· formulating new solutions to problems presented;  

· relating situations with personal experience;

· speculate about future developments;

· writing in different registers depending on their purpose and audience.

I believe that through this encounter with English Language students will feel motivated to explore and reach further into the world of English – and with an enriched consciousness and awareness of the English Language become competent and creative writers.

The Skill of Creative and Critical Writing

Creative writing is writing about people, places and feelings and you using your observations on life and imagination to do this.

In creating, the only hard thing is to begin ……

The intention of these units of work was to provide students with the opportunity to experience that creative and critical written and oral expression is a process, involving thinking, talking, listening, editing, reading and publishing; to develop thinking-infused lessons through Map IT and audio-visual materials.  Students learn to write in different registers depending on their purpose and audience.

Creative writing is an extension of writing.  Any ideas can be used for creative writing.  The results will be different, as the creative task will be guided, the register could be varied, and the audience will/could be, different.  Likewise oral expression improves with practice.

Critical writing and speaking is an extension of personal judgements.  Commenting on values, building up logical and systematic viewpoints from what has been read.  The outcomes will be varied as the tasks required discovering relationships, anticipating endings, understanding motives and recognizing bias.

Perhaps the most important aspect of creative and critical communication is, apart from the writing and speaking, the interest shown by teachers in what students write and say.  Much of the writing is confidential but it can, out of class, generate discussions between students and teacher and in turn encourage the students to become independent learners.
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