Film Study – Response Activity

American Beauty – the Film

                          
Name: _____________________
Answer the following questions in the spaces provided.
1. What do the think the title of the film American Beauty might mean? 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________                                         /2
2.  What is Lester and Carolyn’s daughter’s name?

______________________________________________                      /1

3. How does Carolyn (Lester’s wife) prepare one of her properties for open house?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________                                /3

4. What is the name of the shy boy living next door to the Burnhams?
 ______________________________________________                      /1

5. What are two of his hobbies or favourite pastimes? 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________                                           /2

6. What was the name of the song playing while the cheerleaders were doing their routine?

  ____________________________________________                        /1

7.  What reasons does Lester give for believing his ‘life sucks’?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________                                                                              /3

8.  How do you think the movie shows us that ‘beauty surrounds us’?  Give a couple of examples 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________                                                        /2

9. ‘What is the best thing I have ever filmed’ according to Ricky Fitts?    Briefly describe what he has filmed   __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________                                                         /2

10. How does Lester’s infatuation with Angela change his entire outlook on life?  Give a at least 3 examples
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________        /5

11. What reasons does Lester give for wanting a job at a Take-Away?  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________                                                           /2

12. Why you think Jane pretends to be disgusted with Ricky’s constant videotaping of her?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________                                                         /2
13. What comments does Ricky make to his father after he has ‘hit’ him in his room?
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________                                                         /2

14.  The main ideas in American Beauty are about disillusionment [disappointment] and isolation [loneliness] felt by each character in the movie.   
a. Explain some of the ways that Jane tries to find ‘true happiness’

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________              /3
b. What are some of the ways that Ricky tries to find happiness?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________        /3                                                                                        
c. What are some of the things Lester does in order to find ‘true happiness’ and are things that we can all identify with?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________                    /3                                                                                             
15.  Explain why you think that Jane thought it was better to be ‘ordinary’ than trying to be someone like Angela?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   /5

16.  Explain how difficult it must have been for Ricky to live his life in the presence of his overbearing father?  Try to imagine how you would have felt in the same situation.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  /5

17.  Explain how Carolyn deals with her ‘less than perfect and beauty world’?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  /3

      /50
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