Hitler as the Cause of WW2


[image: image1.jpg]


Adolf Schicklegruber (HITLER)
Born April 20, 1889; committed suicide April 30, 1945 

Adolf was born in Austria on April 20, 1889 at 
Braunau-am-Inn;  on the Bavarian border. 
His father, Alois, was illegitimate, and for 
a time bore his mother’s name Schicklegruber 
by 1876 he had established his claim to the surname Hitler. 

Adolf was a poor student who never graduated high school. He wanted to be an artist and painted many average works but never made into an art school. 

When World War I broke out in 1914, Hitler joined the German army. Never rose above the rank of corporal. 

Rise to Power
· After Germany's defeat in World War I, Hitler like most Germans was very angry about the unfairness of the Versailles Treaty. He joined a political party called the German Worker's Party. He began to speak at many of the party's functions. 

· In 1923, after changing the party name to the National Socialist Party or NAZI Party, Hitler and the NAZIS tried to take over the government of a German state called Bavaria. Because this revolt started in bars and taverns in Munich, it became known as the "Beer Hall Putsch." 

· After the revolt failed, Hitler was sentenced to five years in prison. The NAZIS became famous throughout Germany because of the incident. 

· While in prison, Hitler wrote a book called Mein Kampf. This book was dedicated to the men who were killed in the Beer-Hall Putsch and went on to describe every plan Hitler would later attempt to make a reality. 
· Hitler only served nine months of his sentence and when released Hitler returned to lead the NAZI rise to power. He appealed well to German feelings of resentment over the Versailles Treaty, led the NAZIS to a quick rise and was elected Chancellor of Germany in 1933. 

The Fuhrer
· In 1933, Hitler began to rebuild Germany in his own image. He defied the Versailles Treaty and most of the world ignored his military build-up. He created a new branch of the military called the SS or Getsapo. This secret police became the most feared men in Germany. 
· Hitler began to demand the return of German lands taken after World War I. In military moves that would make him a legend in Germany, Hitler would go on to conquer half of Europe. The western power did nothing to stop him until 1939. 
General Timeline of conquered lands: 

· March 1936: Took back the Rhineland from France 

· October 1936: Military alliance with Italy 

· November 1936: Military support of Spain 

· March 1938: Annexed Austria 

· April 1938: "Sudetenland" of Czechoslovokia given to Germany at the Munich Conference. (Hitler stated this was all the territory he wanted in Europe after this agreement.) 

· March 1939: Invaded the rest of Czechoslovokia. 

· September 1st, 1939: Invades Poland after signing the Non-Agression Pact. Great Britain and France declare war. 

· April 1940: Conquers Norway and Denmark 

· May 1940: Conquers the Netherlands 

· June 1940: Conquers France and Belgium 

· July 1940: With Italy conquers Middle East and North Africa 

Although historians would argue several mistakes Hitler made that cost him the war, we will look at three specifically.  

June 1940---June 1941: Mistake One: Failed to use superior weapons and troops to conquer Great Britain. Hitler's scientists believed they could have created an atomic bomb by 1943, and he did not invade Britain. This would allow the US a "drop off point" for the war materials that would be used for the eventual invasion of Europe. 

August 1941: Mistake Two: Invasion of the Soviet Union. Hitler doesn't prepare his troops for winter and loses a large number of troops and equipment in Russia. Creates a two front war and Germany is unable to maintain supplies. 
December 1941: Mistake Three: Declares war on the United States after the US declares war on Japan after the bombing of Pearl Harbor. Hitler was honouring the agreement that he made with Japan that brought them into the Axis Powers. This brings an unlimited supply of US war materials into the war. 
The inevitable end??

· By 1942, the war was lost for Hitler. His troops were in retreat in Russia and France. 
· On June 6, 1944, the largest army ever assembled invaded Europe at Normandy, France successfully putting millions of Allied troops in Europe. 
· By April 1, 1945 Germany was completely surrounded by Allied troops. 
· On April 30, 1945; hours before he would have been captured by the Russians in Berlin, Hitler commits suicide and the German army surrenders to the Allies. 
Final Hours and possible explanations:
· On April 29, 1945, he married Eva Braun. Immediately afterward he dictated his political testament, justifying his career and appointing Karl Donitz as head of state and Josef Goebbels as Chancellor.  
· On April 30, he said farewell to his few remaining followers, then retired to his suite and shot himself while Eva took poison. In accordance with his instructions their bodies were burned.  
· Hitler’s success must be attributed to the conditions of post World War I Germany and to his own unique talents as a political leader

· His rise to power was not inevitable and any changes in circumstances might have relegated him to the obscurity and failure of his youth; yet there was no one who equalled his ability to exploit and shape events to his own ends. 
· The power which was wielded was unprecedented, both in its scope and in the technical resources at its command; but he made no permanent contribution, moral or material, to humanity. 
· His originality and distinctiveness lay in his methods rather than his ideas and purpose. 
· By the time he was defeated, he had broken down the whole structure of the world in which he lived, destroyed millions of people, and inaugurated a new era with even greater potentialities of power and destruction.  
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